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REMARKS 



It is noted with appreciation that claims 1 18 and 122 have been allowed. By this 
amendnnent claims 91, 113, 114, 115, 116, 117 and 121 have been cancelled without 
prejudice; claims 86-88, 98, 1 03, 1 1 1 , 1 1 2, 1 1 9, 1 20, and 1 23 - 1 47 have been 
amended; and new claims 1 48 -1 52 have been added. All claims pending after entry 
of this amendment are believed to be in condition for allowance. 

The comprehensive and thorough analysis presented by the Examiner in the . 
outstanding Office Action are greatly appreciated and have been most helpful in 
addressing the issues raised in the Office Action. As a result, it is believed the 
amendments proposed herein will advance the application to allowance. 

To advance prosecution of this application to allowance, and without 
conceding the premises relied on in the Office Action for the rejection of claims under 
35 use 102 and 35 USC 103, the claims now pending in this application either have 
been allowed (claims 1 18 and 122), are based on claims indicated as containing 
allowable subject matter, or on claims that have been amended to avoid rejections 
under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph. 

In summary, claims 98, 11 1 , 1 1 2, 1 1 9, 1 20 and 1 34 have been amended to 
address the rejections under 35 USC 1 1 2, second paragraph and the dependencies of 
claims 1 23 - 1 47 have been revised so that those claims now only depend on claims 
that are believed to be allowable. New claims 1 48 and 1 49 contain the subject matter 
excised form claim 98. 

Claims 86, 87 and 88 have been amended to incorporate the subject matter of 
dependent claim 91 , indicated to be allowable. 

New claims 1 50, 151 and 1 52 incorporate the subject matter of claim 95, 
indicated to be allowable, into the subject matter of claims 86, 87 and 88 (prior to 
amendment herein) respectively. 

Claims 111, 112, 119 and 1 20 have been amended to avoid the grounds of 
rejection under 35 USC 1 12, second paragraph. 

The references noted in the Office Action but not relied on by the Examiner 
have been noted. Additional references are cited on the accompanying Form PTO- 



It is believed all outstanding grounds of objection and rejection in the Office 
Action have been satisfied and that all of the now pending claims are allowable. Early 
notice to that effect is solicited. If after considering this response, the Examiner has any 
outstanding questions, a telephone call to the undersigned attorney would be 
appreciated. 
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Date: August 16, 1999 

SHARP, COMFORT & MERREH, P.O. 

13455 Noel Road, Ste 1710 

Dallas, Texas 75240-6636 
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Respectfully submitted 





Rhys Merrett 
Registration No. 27250 
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